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Oause of CHARGE 


Enter on this line size of articles. 


Enter on this line price of arts _Slp 
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A. Total charge. 
B. Not replaced. 
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Trfd fr 1222 SCSU Reception Center, Cp Uption | 
N.Y. per Par 16, SO # 49 Hq Cp Uption, N.Y, 
dated Feb 18/43. Reported for duty Feb 20/43. 
Aptd Sgt fr PYt per Par 2 9 75 Hq Hq Det 
OSS Apr 1/43. 


Hon disch C of G Sec X AR 615-360 & Ltr AG 


201-Tofte, Hans Vilhelm (15 Jun 43)PR-D 
dated June 15/43, Discharged June 14/43, 
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* STATEMENT OF CHARGES against enlisted men for 
On final statements of -_.. ---Higns-¥o-Tofte-- 
on pay roll ofS fiee--of-Stratecie- Services 5-Washey-D 6s for month of 


ARTICLES CHARGED 


(Name of supply arm or service to which property pertains) 


Cause oF OHARGE 


_[Belt, Piste 


Enter on this line size of articles_ 


>| 


A. Total charge. 


B. Not replaced. 


I certify that the statements hereon are complete and correct, and that the charges have been ms 
I certify that the above charge has ine 
entrd on the’ | pay_card of Elf concerned to be 


deducted on May Pay Roll G0, RO Vo! 


The articles listed as damaged, rlike he: gcse of charge’’ above, have been received by me for salvage. 
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AUTHORIZATION FOR AILOTMENT OF PAY 
(See AR 35-5520) 


(First name) 


oe } named above hereby authorizes a Class 


enlisted man 


allotment of his pay in the amount of $_ 230. .- per month for -_.. 
____February = i9-A3, and expiring 


(_Dwio_____.) premiums deducted from pay for month of - AUG 
(Applicable to Class N insurance only (s 


to._____-______ Veterans Administration. Washing tor 
(Name of allottee) (Number and street or rural ror 
or to _. ———— 
(City, town, or post office) 


Date of enlistment - 3. When other than “Finance Service, Army” is affected, 


state allotment chargeable __. . Relationship of allottee _ 
re: i : (Applicable to indi 
If allotment is in favor of a bank, the following is required to be stated: Deposit should be made to the credit of— 


(Name) 3 ~~ (Relationship) 
(Statement below not applicable to Government insurance) 


I ocr, state that the purpose for which this allotment is granted is solely for the support of wife, child, or dependent relatives ; or if made for the 
payment of life insurance premiums, the insurance (including endowments and/or twenty (or othe): payment policies) is on the life of the allotter only 
FO! 


that the insurance constitutes the major and not a merely incidental or collateral clement of thyfransaction ; atethe allotment is m:fte jj 
the insurance company issuing the policy and not in favor of a bank or other agent. _ Y 5 Lo 
Place _1222d_SCSU RG.» Cp Upto 


Entered on service record _ 


* Strike out words not applicable. 


WHEN APPLICABLE TO CLASS _D OR CLASS N INSURANCE, THE ORIGINAL COPY OF THIS FORM WILL BE SENT TO THE 
EXAMINATION DIVISION, BUILDING X, 19TH AND B STREETS NE., WASHINGTON, D. C. NO COPIES WILL BE SENT TO 
THE VETERANS ADMINISTRATION, WASHINGTON, D. C., WITH THE APPLICATION FOR INSURANCE. 
W.D., A. G. O. Form No. 29 16—0421-2 UU. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 
November 4, 1942 b 
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ALIEN’S PERSONAL HISTORY AND STATEMENT’ 
52801604 


Order No. 


Local Board No. 32 

660 Madison Avenue 

New Verl vi \ 

New York, Ne York NewYork (Number and strgpt of rural route) 


(LOCAL BOARD STAMP WITH CODE) (Town—[City, tor (County) 


NOTICE TO ALIEN 


You are required by the Selective Service Regulations to complete this Alien’s Personal History and Statement truthfully and 
to return it to this local board on or before the date shown below. Willful failure to do so is punishable by fine and imprison- 


ment. 
THIS ALIEN’S PERSONAL HISTORY AND STATEMENT MUST BE RETURNED TO LOCAL BOARD ON 


28 194 
OR BEFORE oF 


lerk of Local Board. 


(The above items will be filled in by the local board) 


INSTRUCTIONS 


This form is used for two purposes: Advisory boards for registrants will assist aliens in com- 
E 5 ee pleting their Alien’s Personal History and Statement. No 
(1) It is to be completed by an alien who files an Alien’s charge will be made for this service. Information as to the 
Application for Determination of Residence (Form location of a member of the advisory board for registrants 
802). It must be filed with the first such application. who will assist in completing this form may be obtained from 
2) It is to b Tetedabatevery! all lassified by tt the Jocal board office. If there is no advisory board member 
(2) Toma’ bonsai Class Db he Glows L- 0 Glass LB ie available, you must nevertheless complete your Alien’s 
Class I-B-O. Each such alien is required to com- Personal’ History and Statement, 
plete this form and return it to the local board whose . 
address is stamped above on or before the date ,. 1, Make no alterations in the printed matter in this 
shown above. Alien’s Personal History and Statement. 
A 5 ee ; 

The oath required by this Alien’s Personal History and 2. All Sahat in this Alien’s Personal History Bod State- 
Statement may be administered by any civil officer authorized men ve THUY x. sede ie with he proper words. Where [] 
to administer oaths generally, any commissioned officer of the appears, an X should be put in the proper 

8. If you furnish additional information or pafiday its with 


land or naval forces assigned for duty with the Selective 
Service System, any member or clerk of a local board or your AJien’s Personal History and Statement, attach the 
same securely to it. 


board of appeal, any government appeal agent or associate : 
government appeal agent, any member or associate member 4. After this Alien’s Personal History and Statement has 
of an advisory board for registrants, any postmaster, acting been returned, report to your local board at once any change 
postmaster, or assistant postmaster. of address or any new fact which may affect your status, 


USE INK OR TYPEWRITER IN FILLING OUT THIS FORM 


oe not write in the space below—To be completed by Corps Area Commander (or representative of the Navy or Marine 
Corps) is 
ENDORSEMENT BY ARMED FORCES 
is 
The person named in piem 1 of this Alien’s pga History and Statement is not, if otherwise qualified, acce table 
7 U1 4 3 QUARTERS SECOND SERVICE :COMM 
SERVICES OF SUPPLY 
Governors Island, N.,'Y. 


(Rank) (Organization) 


D. 8S. 8. Form 304 16—26924-1 


AUTHORITY 
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Section I— IDENTIFICATION 


9608736 


. My alien registration number is 


. Tentered the United States under the name of 


Hans Vilhelm Tof 


In addition to the name(s) given above, I have also been known by the name(s) of (include professional names, nicknames, 


and aliases) 


(Town—[City, town, or village]) 


. T have resided at the following places in the United States: 
ity, N.Y. 


town, 


New. York City, -N 


(Town—[City, town, or village]) 


. During the last 5 years I have lived at the following places: 


China end Dennark 


. I was born in (or near) 
. I was born on 
. Tam: O single, O widower, ( divorced, married. 


Copenhagen, Denmark 


(County) 


pres ent (Year) 


(Month) (Year) 


DERE EEL LLEL LOO 


wha rnn nnn nnnnnn nn nanan nnenansnnennneneannnannaneamnannnsnmnane 


(Year) 
live with my wife; if not, her address 


. My race is: KI] White, O Negro, O American Indian, ( Tilipino, ( Chinese,  Japaneso, (1 other (specify). 


. Tam .....5... ft. .10%___in. tall, weigh 150 


(color) 


Section II,—CITIZENSHIP 


(Country) 
(have, have not) 
(Month) 


(have, have not) 
on -. 


filed a declaration of intention to become a citizen of the United States (first papers). 


(Day) 


filed a petition for naturalization (second papers). 


(Country) 


(Port or place of entry) 


. On this (last) trip, I came as a: H Passenger, O crew member, 


. .On'this (last) trip, I came in by _Aircreft_o 


. On this (last) trip, I entered the United States as: 


O.A permanent resident, ~O a visitor, Oa student, O atreaty merchant, Oa seaman, 


C stowaway, 


of a foreign government, an employee of a foreign government official, other (specify) 


is 


Declaration filed 


# an official or employee 


10—20924-1 
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(Month) (Day) (Yeur) 


. Ihave been i i i ‘ ; 
shave been in the following countries during the time and for the purpose indicated (list all countries, including your native 


land): 
From—(Date) To—(Date) Country Purpose 


August.1941.. May 1942 Ma. Official business for 


. Bi I expect to remain in the United States 


permanently, 
O I do not expect to remain in the United 


States permanently, but for a period of 


the purpose of 


(State purpose in det: f necessary, attach statement) 


. Have you ever been deported from the United States, or are deportation proceedings now pending against you? 


If so, state all facts None 
Section IV—EDUCATION 


5, I have received the following education: 


School Location (town and country) 


Section V—OCCUPATION OR ACTIVITY 


. Work status: & I now have a job, O I do not havea job, O I am now a full-time student. 


(Arms Production) 


(Give full title) ~ 
(For ecample: Construction draftsman, automatic turret-lathe operator, dairy farmhand, stationary engineer, shipping clerk, or retail clothing salesman.) 


route, city, and State or Country) 
whose business is -..--.-....-.-. Arn 


iry farm, furniture factory, 


. My usual occupation is ..Executive, Shipping and Trade 


. During the past 5 years, I have been employed as follows: (If unemployed, write “None’’) 


Employer Employer’s Address Years Worked Occupation 
From— To— 


Executive in China 


Section VI—MILITARY OR NAVAL SERVICE 


. My military owxnezsl service has been as follows: (If none, write “None”’) Ref?’ John Keawick 


s British Embassy 
Country ~~ ae ey en rer Nin icc_accaccenennsaseneAe------ DTANCN OF SEFVICE ---£-----------f----— ¥ WASHING TON.,--D+Cw-- 


From :0 Rank 
(Date) 
. L have the following living relatives who are in or have been in the armed forces of the countries named: 


Name Relationship Country From— To— Rank Service 


The following persons now deceased who were related to me served in the armed forces of the cou 


1 
of last 30 years only) Relationship Country From— To— Rank 


1G—26924-1 


Section VII—RELATIVES 


B4. - Relationship Name Place of birth Present address Occupaticn 
é (If not living, enter (If noite, enta~* None”) 
“Not living”) 


Section VII.— COURT RECORD 


HE have natbbeen arrested or indicted for, or convicted of any offense, or offenses. (Do not include minor traffic violations.) 
(have, have not) 5 
These offenses are: 


Nature of offense Date of arrest Place of arrest Disposition 
or sentence 


Section IX— ORGANIZATION AFFILIATIONS 


. Lamor nave ee within the past 10 years, a member of, or active in the following clubs, organizations, or societies (if none, - 
write ‘‘None”’): 


. Within the past 10 years, I have nok been affiliated with or active in (a member of, a worker for) the following organi- 
ave, have no! 
zations, devoted in whole or in part to influencing or furthering the political activities, public relations, or public policy 


of a government, other than that of the United States: (If none, write “None”) _None 


Section X—POLITICAL BELIEFS 
. Do you understand the principles of Government of the United States? _._.-__-.-._.-- Vesti (2 toe Sf. See 


. Do you fully believe in the form of Government of the United States? -_____...----_.. NVGBLE Sen ie ton... ea ee 


. Are you a believer in anarchy, or the unlawful damage, injury, or destruction of property, or sabotage? 
you belong to or are you associated with any organization which teaches or advocates anarchy or the overthrow of existing 


Government in this country? 


41 
(do, do not) 

You are informed that if you are an enemy alien or subject of a country allied with the enemy, you will not ordinarily be 
acceptable for service in the land or naval forces of the United States if you indicate in Item 41 above that you object to such 
service. If you are a citizen or subject of any other country, you may indicate in Item 41 whether you do or do not object to 
service in the land or naval forces of the United States but such objection may be disregarded. If you are a citizen or subject 
of a neutral country, and you do not wish to serve in the lind or naval forces of the United States, you may apply to your local 
board for Application by Alien for Relief from Military Service (orm 301) which, when executed by you and filed with the 
local board, will relieve you from the obligation to serve in the land or naval forces of the United States, but will also debar you 
from thereafter becoming a citizen of the United States. 


Section XII—STATEMENT AND SIGNATURE OF ALIEN 


Hans Vilhelm Tofte , do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I am the 
person named in Item 1 of this statement, that I have read (or have had read to me) every item and every answer or 
statement made hereinyand that each and every such answer and statement j6 true and complgte to the best of my knowl- 
edge, information, and belief. 


Subscribed a d sworn ca A this -. 


~"<(Signature of officer administering oath) 
Instruction.—If the alien is unable to read the foregoing statement in English, the following certificate will be completed 
and signed by a qualified interpreter: 


I certiry that the above alien stated to me that he could speak and understand the language, 
that I correctly translated the above statements into that language in his hearing and correctly translated his answers from that 
language into English and wrote them in the appropriate blank spaces, and that I correctly translated the oath into his language, 
above stated. 


(Signature of interpreter) 


U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE  16—26924-1 
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[LJorricer [agnor nase [2] wannanr orricen [Efiusteo man 


TOFIB” HANS Peron 32801604 f, Vilb. /, Li 


(GRADE) TORGANIZATION) 


2 [a [Is 
(ENLISTED RESERVE CORPS) (REGULAR ARMY RESERVED (NATIONAL GUARD) (NUS) (SELECTIVE SERVICE) 
ieee eS 5 — ~ imu Ls fs 


(FILIPINO) (PUERTO RICAN) (OTHER) 


(WAST NAME) (FIRST NAME) 
COMPONENT 


(CHECK ONE) 
AREGULAR ARMY) (OFFICERS RESERVE CORPS) 


i oe. 


(COLORED) (CHINESE) (JAPANESE) (HAWATIANY {AMERICAN INDIAN) 


RACE 
(CHECK ONE) 

(WHITE) 
PERMANENT OR LEGAL ADDRESS: 


isTATE) (COUNTY) 


PERSON TOBE NoTIFIED YK De Kauffman 


Measeo z 
(MR.-MAS.~ MISS) (LAST NAME) 
ADDRESS OF PERSON ; 3, 
TORE NOTED $ VA 2543 Masse Avenue 
(STREET NUMBER AND NAME) 


Distriot—ef Columbia 


(COUNTY) (STATE) 
LICENSED FOR USE UNDER PATENT 1,772,492 


VERIFIED BY: _ SERIAL NO. WANE IBM 719617 
12.345 6 7 B 9 1011 1213 1415 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33H 35 36 37 33 Jalen 41 47 43 44 45 46 47149 49 50 51 S753 54 55 56 57 5B 59 GO GI E2 63 G4 65 86 G7 69 E9170 71 72 73.74 75 76 77 79 73 BO 
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States will 


Date-of En}. or Ind.|Yrs. 


Rations Quarters Address 


32801604 
C}_ A Pay-Res 


Remarks 


Aptd Sgt fr Pvt 


& Hq Det, OSS, Wash BQ pApr 1/43. 


Aor 1/43 Par 2 $0 75 Hq 


May-Due US GRLDW/Robbei2. 


June- Due US Gi LD M/R Aims, FF, 3f 
Cl N alot for $7.30 per mo fr Feb/43 to 
ETS discont'd eff May 31/43. 
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{ Rev. 3/21745) 


CONFIDENTIAL 


SUBJECT MUST NOT SEE THIS FORM 


28 January 1946 


Date 


SUBJECT: Release of Personnel 
TO : Chief, Personnel Procurement Branch 


Chief sI Branch, by 


NAME HANS V. TOFTE SPRTALENUMAER aCe Ooo 


PHystcaL Location Washington,D.C. overseas returnez NO 


1. Request that subject peers assigned to this branch be transferred 


to PPB on 29 January 194 


Date 


Head, 


2. Assigument in this branch consisted of duties such as 


Central Burope-Scandinavia Section, SI, Washington, D. C. 


superior 


which were performed in a manner. 


4. Reassignment in OSS PEK (is not) recommended because subject 


officer is eligible for discharge. 


S. B. L. Penrose, Jr. 


Subject was informed of release by 


28 January 1946 


Date 


(67123) 
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SEPARATION PROCESS AI Ap > 
(Please Type or Print) AVG) : 


Date Interviewed = \2e fb OSsuRranchic ou Put fiurReol. 


Name of Interviewer 


‘Ma 


Name BA? ag wt 
First) (Init) Last ) 


Rank yp asn 2 


Date of Arm of Source of, . » Auth, to live 


Birth oh \ 19 __Yrs, Service Veh US Comm, <22 ec in Town 
Present Address. Phone 


} 


‘Home Address <0 “770 Phone 
Length of Service Overseas a Months, Service 
No, of Points (yo D9 Desires to remain in ‘Aviny 


Duty performed with OSS 


FOR ACTION: MOS. 
Changed to 


Recommendation; Trf. To Br, Control # 


Trf. To Naval Command 


COMMENTS : 


For Rotation and 

FINAL ACTION; Return to Army Reassignment 
For Reassignment Discharge on Age 
Discharge on Pts, Discharge (Other) 


FILE REFERRED TO: 


PROCESSING: Date Processed 
Disposition: 
Trf, out to Hq, 
File to Returnee Sect. 
File to File Sect, 
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19 September 1945 


SUBJECT: Recommendation for Award of Legion of Merit to Major 
Hans V. Tofte. 


TO; Adjutant General 
War Department. 
Washington, D. C. 


1. It is recomnended that Hans V. Tofte, 0~525313, Major, Army 
of the United States, be awarded the Legion of Merit. for excep tionally 
meritorious conduct in the performance of outstanding services from 
15 October 1943 to 31 December 1943. 


2. From 1940 to early 1941, Major Tofte (then. a Danish civilian) 
was an active member of the underground forces in Denmark. Falling 
under Gestapo suspicion, he escaped through Germany and France and came 
to the United States. Upon his arrival in the United States, he learned 
that the British Government was recruiting personnel for hazardous 
missions. He immediately volunteered and was commissioned as a Major 
in the British Amy. Placed in command of a guerrilla team assigned 
to organize and supply resistance forces in Burma and China, he worked 
under extremely dangerous conditions 4n effective operations against the 
enemy. He was among the last to escape from the far Kast when the 
circumstances of war compelled such action. 


3. He returned to the United States, resighed from the British 
Army and enlisted in the United States Army as a Private. 


4. In February 1943, Major Tofte (then Private, AUS) was assigned 
to the 055 as a senior instructor in the 0SS schools. Because of his 
military proficiency and his wide knowledge of guerrilla warfare, the 
OSS recommenied to the War Department that histalents and ability could 
be more fully utilized as a commissioned officer, Subsequently, on 
15 June 1943, Major Tofte (then Sergeant) was comuissioned directly 
as a Captain in the Army of the United States, 


5. In June 1943, Major Tofte (then Captain, AUS) volunteered for 
an exceptionally difficult and dangerous mission, the purpose of which 
was the destruction of. the Italian oil industry in Albania. He was 
placed in command of a unit and departed for the Middle East on 25 August 
1943. The sudden collapse of Italy on & September 1943, the day after 
he arrived in Cairo, cancelled the Albanian mission, 


6. Although the foregoing is not directly elated to this recommendation, 
the facts have been presented for the sake of chronological clarity. 
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7. While awaiting fubther orders in Cairo, Major Tofte and two 
other American officers conceived the plan of eatablishing a sea supply 
line to Marshal Tito's Partisan forces in Yugoslavia. For many months prior 
to September, 1943, the Office of Strategic Services and the corresponding 
British agency had been dispatching personnel sand supplies into the 
Balkans by air. This method was not altogether satiefactory since the 
flights were always uncertain, subject to weather conditions and visibility, 
and, too, the amount of supplies that could be dropped by parachute was not 
nearly adequate to meet the ever increasing needs of the Partisans who 
required constant reenforcement of their arms, ammunition, clothing, and 
medical supplies. 


8. A careful study was made of the development of resistance in 
Yugoslavias intelligence reports were scrutinized; and channels of supplies 
established. While waiting for clearance to proceed to Italy, Major Tofte 
attended the British Parachute School at Haifa, Palestine y in the event 
that it would be necessary to establish contact with the Partisans in this 
manner. 


9. It had been decided that Bari, It aly, would be the best site at 
which to establish the shipping operations base, On 22 October 19435 
Wajor Tofte arrived at Bari. Because of his extensive civilian experience 
in shipping, he was placed in comuand of all 035 shipping operations. Prior 
to his arrival arrangements had been made for the 059 mission to take over 
all Yugoslav shipping available at the newly Gaptured seaport. The fleet 
consisted chiefly of battered, leaking fishing schooners. 


10. Under the direction of Major Tofte, the battered remnants of the 
Yugoslav fleet, numbering 44, ships of all iescriptions, were made ready 
for sea. The cargoes were carefully loaded to prevent capsizing and the 
ships camouflaged. 


ll. All of this preliminary work was completed in an amazingly short 
space of time. So effeciently was it accomplished, however, that. in more 
than sixty voyages through enemy waters not one cargo was lost, This fact 
is quite remarkable since the unseaworthy fleet sailed in seas which the 
Royal Navy would not risk. 


12. In spite of increasing enemy activity during the months of 
November and December, shipments approximating 6500 tons of vital supplies 
were made from Bari to Yugoslavia. In addition, thousands of gallons 
of diesel ofl, kerosene, gasoline, and lubricating oil were delivered thus 
causing 4 large fleet of inter-island tonnage to be activated along the 
Dalmatian coast. 


13. A brigade of more than 2,000 troops, recruited among Yugoslavs in 
internment camps in Italy, was transported across the Adriatic to join the 
fighting Partisans. Many thousands of refugees were evacuated to Italy and 
over 800 wounded Partisans were sailed from Yugoslavia. to Italy for 
hospitalization. 
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14. All of the above was accomplished by 600 Partisans under the 
direct supervision of Major Tofte. He had no naval personnel to assist 
him despite the fact that his task encompassed the repair and maintenance 
of the fleet; plotting courses through friendly and enemy minefields; 
loading of cargoes (which is an exact seience in itself); end inbegrating 
the movements of his ships with the Royal Navy, the Royal Air Force, and 
the American Air Force. 


15. Due to the fact that he had only one junior American officer 
assisting him, (which officer was very rarely at the base due to the 
necessity for frequent reconnaisance trips along the Yugoslav coast) 
Major Tofte was forced to assumeall administrative duties which involved 
the housing and feeding of the 000 Partisans; procurement of all supplies 
and equipment for use at the base, and all supplies to be shipped to the 
‘Balkans as well as the coordination of all shipping activities with the 
american, British and Yugoslav authorities, 


16. In addition to the achievements outlined ubove, Major Tofte was 
largely instrumental in establishing and maintaining naval. bases in the 
Dalmatian Islands from shich British torpedo boats and PT beats could 
patrol the clandestine supply line to Yugoslavia, thus keeping Partisan 
losses to a minimum. 


17. When the enemy initiated a drive to destroy the shipping operation 
in November 1943, Major Tofte personally reconnoitered the Yugoslav coast 
from Split to Dubrovnik; determined Partisan needs to hold off the German 
attack and set up new routes for evading the enemy. An immediate shipment 
of 500 tons of arms was required to stave off the enemy's attack, ‘The only 
ship available that would carry such alarge cargo was the S.$. Galeb, a 
Yugoslav tramp steamer which had s top speed of only 3~1/2 knots. The fact 
thet the entire trip was through enemy patrolled waters made the low speed 
of the vessel 4 very dangerous factor. for this reason, Major Tofte de— 
termined to. take vessel across the Adriatic to Yugoslavia himself. 

The trip was ardous one, fraught with many vicissitudes. Despite 
heavy storms which rendered the ship almost helpless and repeated dive 
bombing and strafing attacks by enemy aircraft, tha Galeb delivered her 
cargo of arms plus miles of barbed wire and thousands of land mines, 
Due to the timely arrival of supplies, every possible lending beach at 
Vis Island was heavily fortified. Later interrogetion of enemy prisoners 
established the fact that Vis wes to have been the focal point of the 
enemy attack. Had it not been heavily fortified, the Allied would have 
lost their one foothold on the Balkan coust, a foothold which was later 
built into a strong air and naval base and was the only avenue for 
supplying the Partisan forces, 


18. Ga 2 December 1943; Major Tofte distinguished himself outstandingly 

by courageous conduct while directing and participating in voluntary 

rescue xork in the port of Bari throughout the night after « disastrous 
German bombing attack, ‘This attack hae been officially described as 

the most terrible and successful German bombing raid carried out at a low 
level during the War, Apart from heavy damage to docke and port. installa~ 
tions, seventeen Liberty Ships and tankers were set on fire. The ships, 
all loaded «ith dangerous cargoes of 100 Octane Gasoline, bombs, ammunition 
and Chemical Warfare material burned fiercely for several days. 
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19. Having volunteered to take part in the extremely dangerous 
rescue work after the bombing, Major Tofte mobilized a fleet of trucks and 
ambulances manned by his Partisans and, with complete disregard for his 
own safety, led then directly into the blazing inferno of burhiigg 
and exploding ships. Working side by side with hie men, he directed 
the evacuation of scores of wounded; assisted in hauling the dead and 
wounded out of the water, and had improvised first aid stations set 
up on the docks, All through that night, Major Tofte continued his work, 
inspiring his men to greater efforts by his own amazing endurance.’ One 
of the Liberty Ships which contained Chemical Warfare supplies had been 
sunk. Mustard gas had spread over a considerable area of the water's 
surface, Disregarding the danger of contamination which caused several 
hundred casualties during the night, Major Tofte continued his rescue 
work. Approximately 1,000 Allied personne) were killed during thie raid 
and many more were wounded, 


20, It is submitted that for this portion of his work alone, Major 
Tofte is deserving of the highest recognition. 


21. The initiative, perseverance, ingenuity and personal courage 
displayed by Major Tofte throughout this entire assignment were an 
inspiration to all who worked with him. His sound judgment, imagination, 
and foresight tn the planning stages of the operation were responsible for 
the successful. supply of thousands of Partisan forces thus enabling them 
to divert strong German divisions fom the Western front thereby facilitating 
the rapid advance of the Allied Armies. 


22, This recommendation is based on my personal knowledge and 
observations and the recorda of this office. 


23. The entire service of Major Tofte to the Government of the 
United States has been honorable. 


WILLIAM J. DONOVAN, 
Major General, USA, 
Director. 
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Re Ge The officer recomuending tthis award has 
personal lmowledge of the services upon which this 
wecormmsendation is based. 


be This recormendation is supported 
rere ey ae Mapes ese >. ‘3 
offlcini yveoords of the Division of Intellicen 
Procuxmsuent, Secret Intelligence Branch, 6s: 


4 


Se Gs Major Hans Ve TOPIE, while a monde 
the Ammed Forces of the United States, disting: 
himself by exceptionally meritorious conduct in the 
performance of outstanding services. 


Major Heng Ve TOPTE reported for duty with 
the Seeret Intelligence Branch, Office of Strategic Services 
BTOUSA, on 4 August, 1944, after serving with great 
Gistinction with 055 in the Mediterranean theater. on 


ers te A spAT AR GTOMA SS dp 
Pan VAS APPOINT > ASSISTARY te the 


© the section. 


Major TOPTE Gisplayed a keen intelligence and a 
complete understanding of Scandinavian affairs while 
mastering the details of the varied projects initiated 

- prior to his arrivals and his sincere appreefLation of 
the importance of the job to be done and the labor 
necessary to accomplish 1%, his wunetinting industry, 
and his enthusiastic interest and cooperation enabled 
him te carry on the work without del ; operations 
in the sligotest. ' 

The respon ‘njor TOPLE accepted 

op Bae? 


without a previous op unity ise himeelr with 


PE 
the administrative methods md co 

Glonal techniques which had been established, 
exceptionally great, and acded “ the problea 
that any OSS mission to Seandinavia could only be ese 
tablished after succsssful completion of most detailed 
and Celicate negotiations with ths corresponding -. 
British agencies, with SHAEF, and with the American and 
“British Army authorities concerned with the ultimate 
oscupation or control of liberated Norway and Denmarke 
For some tine Norway and Denmaris had been considered 
zones for exclusively DGritish operations and 1t was due 
primarily to Major ToPis's exceptional tact and his 
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sitiilyl handling of the necasnary nesubtations that 
the original attitude of the Brttlsh on thts aubjest 
was altered mid the OSS was anssiged Sheftr full support 
ans te operstiong in this arene With trawuel dispatch 
he had achieved, by Septenber 1946, a2 succesafil hasis 
Zor such co-operation ard had nede the underlying 
arrangemmts Lov an O38 Detachawmt te be asaiimed to 
these SUAGP ov other Usie Amy forces handling Ament 
Znfersste fn Scandinartas 


Maior TOPII, after having met with such groat 

guecess in bis linison worl md } Ving arrived at a 
working relationship with other agencies, undertock the 
formidable task of building up a competent atafft to 
assist him in the highly oriticar Operabions whiioh were 
aivasegeds No proved himself an extremely astute judge 
of personalities end succesded in brincins together 
gmail and carefully selected croup of persons, well 
informed ‘on Scandinavian untters and adctivably sulted 
for the proposed missionss ilo fully utilised his own 
Shovough imowledse of the Scandinavian combtvisss and 
his campiete appreciation of the essentZal problens 
facing such missions grestly aided him tn the training 
of this staff. is vision, otiusiass, and keon aamse 
of tinting mate £t possible for hin te ay ticipate the 
future mecds of these missions ax rocarded the Aispatohing 
of spnctaliy trained yersormel for the tnétia2 Gacts 

anti2ztration jor Dare faosG the darficulties 

aved in initfating oncrations fn a x area and in 

> handling of what micht have bean an xenely dalieste 

tntermational situation, with on ingenuity, inbeTectual 
anc technical bnic and attention to the anallest 
probdien which ay sim 


a Sn at reise an 7 a 
eVeLAy AOS Hie oflorbs suscesaiul, and 
er Ate ~ ae at » tonne % 
Me Caapeatchec and are 5 an both 
ad 3-% ”r — ,} 4-¥ ~ =? 
at the prosant tine w:! the conplete 


ae , —.. . = + * + Cz rd 
tie Ugwegia: anc Deaieh anthovitter. 


Ls pe We 9 50 | 


Laion of Intelligences Procure- 
mont was wniged I Vevaabar 19446, to sarvy out the 
ng she ‘plans for and directing a larce 

seals acant pens Of Germany, the Chief of tha 
Division required the services of a highly capable 
deputy having both administrative md operational 
experience and who would cive mstintingly of bis time 
anc energies in developing and making operational the 

tm mission of Divisions Najor TOPlTR was 
selected for this position not only because of his 
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extensive Imowledge of conditions on the continent 

but also because of the rare executive ability 
initiative, and devotion that he had cenonstrated in 
directing the operations of the Scandinavian Section. 
To this task he brought the sama vision and imagination, 
the same rare tact and the same musual ability te 
Judge the potentialities of those who worked with hime 


By the yery nature of the task confronting 
this new division, successful operations depended 
ultimately on a core of highly skilled staff persomel 
who could assume a large measure of responsibility for 
the activities of their wite. Ths first task which ~ 
Major TOPIR faced was the recruiting of persons sulted 
for these key positions and, because of the excellent 
judgment and extreme care exercised in his initial 
Selection, few changes had to be made in subsequent 
monthse The Division, under Major TOFTE's supervision, 
grew in size from an original nucleus of four (4) 
to over one hundred and twentyfive (125) persons: and 
the continued high efficiency of operations was excellent 
confirmation of the wisdom of linjor TOPTE's leadership 
and choice of Staff. - 


Mabry TOME was given the furth responsibility 
of maintaining full liaisom with the BP 1 agencies 
engaged in similar operations; Hoe 
extremely close high level contact 
all times, Tor it was essential 
concerning the avcas selected for 


S largely dus to Major TOM 1ful negotiation 
persistence jealities of personality and 
character Vv , C 
of the governm concerned, this 
lisison resulted in unusually fine sccoparation and under= 
standing between the two servicese 


Major TOME also cerried the final responsibility 
for the dispatching of all agent personnel; and, despite 
the burden of his other tasks, he devoted a great portion 
of his time, infinite care and attention to the co= 
ordination of cperaijional schedules and the preparation 
of the agentse Under the constant pressure of demands 
resulting fran the rapidly changing military activity, 
he continued the dally meetings of the operational staff 
and at all times followed the details of each operation 
with utmost fidelity and imaginations 
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Date 10 Jan.1946 
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Telephone No... 


No...201-Tofte, Hans V.(0) AGP 
of rigin Hq. US.Forces,Uuropean Theater, Main, APO 257, US Army. 


Commanding Officer 

Office of Strategic Services 
Mission to Great Britain 
APO 413, US Army 


1. MInclosed are General Orders No. 353, this headauarters, dtd 28 Dec 1945, 
and citation for the award of the Bronze Star Medal to Maj Hans V. Tofte, AUS. 


2. It is desired that this award be presented at the earliest practicable 


date. 
BY COMMAND OF GENERAL McNARNEY: 
\ pee Sram ‘ 
1st Lt, FA 


2 Inecls Actg Asst Adj Gen 


1 = GO (dup) 
2 = Citation (trip) 


ERC /mb 


201-Tofte, Hans V.(0) AG giv 1 6 a. ) 


SSU,WD,Migsion to Great Britain, APO 413. US Army. 28 January 19¢ 


Bue CO, Hq & Hq Det., OASW, SSU,.WD> 2524 "FP" Street, NW, 
Subject officer transferred to your command. per Li0-264 


et, 1945, 


For the Commanding Officer: 
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CITATION 


Major Hens V. Tofte, OS85313, Army of the 
United States, for meritorious service in connection 
with military operations while serving with the 
Office of Strategic Services, from 4 August 1944 


to 8 May 
the tact 
delicate 
nations, 
telents, 
@ series 


1945. Because of the unusual skill and 
witieh he displeyed in the handling of 
situations involving authorities.of other 
by. reason of his rare organizational 

his infinite care. and vision in guiding 
of highly complex operetions Major Tofte 


wes instrumentel in achieving the over-all operational 
efficiency meinteined by that orgenization. ajor 
Tofte'a services end leadership were exemplary end 
reflect high credit upon himseif ant the armed 


ess 


forees of the United States. Entered military 
service from New ‘York. 


GO $53, Hq USFET, 28 Deo 1945 
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25 March 196 
AIR MAIL SPECIAL DELIVERY 


SUBJECT: Award of the Legion of Merit and the Bronze Star Medal to 
Major Hans V. Tofte, AUS, 0-525313 


TO Major General William G. Donovan 
Donovan Leisure Newton Lumbard & Irvine 
Two Wall Street 
Wew York 5, New York 


1. The inclosed medals and citations are for Major Hans V. Tofte 
whom you are decorating this week. 


JAYNE HOUSE 
Captain, AUS 
SSU Citations Officer 


Incls = 6 
1 - Bronze Star Medal 
2 - Legion of Merit Medal 
3 = Proposed Citation for BSH 
l, = Proposed Citation for Lif 
5 ~ GO 353. for BSW 
6= GO 311 for Li 
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PONCHO, BURP bAN ThAinn 


the President, under * provisions of An 
amended, the Legion of Merit is awarded, for except- 
performance of outstanding services during the 


i States Ariay -- 22 Feb- 
ed States Army -- 
00683, General Staff Corps, United States Army — 


oe ie 19RE to 15 Decenl vr 194A, 
-st Lieutenant | Gui 01325565, Infantry, United States Army — 
eune 19h 
eeeers den under the orovisions of AR 
SHORES Meaal is awarded, for 


ious service in tior 1 sullitary ope s during the respective 
s andacaHed to: 


States Marine Corps 


- 1 February 19144 to 
September 1944 to 27 
Department, 

August 1944 to 8 


my -- 1 dune 
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MeCoy, C451,95 3: ‘ ec tes Army ~- 1 December 


dune 19 
1 Charles Ge haga S754, Army of the Unibed States 1 Septen- 


to 25 
Hard Army -—= November 
Army 24, December 


Sergeant Alf H. raulson, 1 SZ ! ntry, United States A —- 25 


BAe ae ar 
to 8 May 


ck Schupp 


Army -- 14 October 


I jor), 0431531, Air 


United Sb: iomy.-- 9 Feoruary 
Army -- 15 


; to 8 


arcn 1945 
tenant 


August 
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CITATION FOR BRONZE STAR MEDAL 


Major Hans V. Tofte, 0525313, Army of the 
United States, for meritorious service in connection 
with military operations while serving with the 
Office of Strategic Services, from 4 August 1944 
to 8 May 1945. Because of the unusual skill and 
the tact which he displayed in the handling of 
delicate situations involving authorities of other 
nations, by reason of his rare organizational 
talents, his infinite care and vision in guiding 
a series of highly complex operations Major Tofte 
was instrumental in achieving the over-all operational 
efficiency maintained by that organization. Major 
Tofte's services and leadership were exemplary and 
reflect high credit upon himself and the armed 
forces of the United States. Entered military 
service from New York. 


GO 353, Hq USFET, 28 Dec 1945 


/OECLASSIFIED 


201-Tofte, Hans V.(0) AGP 1st Ind. ERC /mb 
S8SU,WD,Mission to Great Britain, APO 413. US Army. 28 January 1946. 
TO: CO, Hq & Hq Det., OASW, SSU, WD, 2524 "IF" Street, N.W. Wash. D.C. 


ali Subject officer transferred to your command per L10-264 
dtd 4 Oct. 1945. 


For the Commanding Officer: 
E. R. CRONIN. 


lst Lt. AUS. 
Adjutant. 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON 25, D. Cc. 


19 September 1945 


MEMORANDUM FOR OSS BOARD OF OFFICERS: 


1. Submitted herewith for consideration is 
the recommendation for the award of the Legion of Merit 
to Major Hans V. Tofte. \/ 


2. It is requested that, upon completion of 
_consideration by the Board, the papers be returned to 
this office for processing in the usual manner. 


Arta mag 8 ES 
GRAHAM G. CAMPBELL, 
Lt. Col., Infantry, 
OSS Citations Officer 


Attachment 


201 = Tofte, Hans V lst Ind 
(19 Sept 45) 
HQ & HQ DETACHMENT, OSS, 2524 F Street, NW, Wash 25, DC, 25 September 1945 


TO: OSS Citations Officer 


1. Award of the Legion of Merit to Major Hans V Tofte has been recom- 
mended by the OSS Board of Officers and approved by the Director. 


2. Recommendation is forwarded for action. 


Major, AGD ( 
Recorder, OSS Board of Officers 


WILLIAM J. DONOVAN 
GEORGE S. LEISURE 

CARL ELBRIDGE NEWTON 
J. EDWARD LUMBARD, JR 
RALSTONE R. IRVINE 
THOMAS J. McFADDEN 
OTTO C. DOERING, JR. 
DAVID TEITELBAUM 
FRANCIS A. BRICK. JR 
GRANVILLE WHITTLESEY, JR 
CARBERY O'SHEA 

DAVID F. RAWSON 

JAMES R. WITHROW. JR 
MALCOLM FOOSHEE 

BRECK P. McALLISTER 
JAMES V. HAYES 

JOHN W. ECKELBERRY 


Two WALL STREET 


New YorK 5 


DONOVAN LEISURE NEWTON LUMBARD & IRVINE 


March 22, 


WASHINGTON OFFICE 
EARLE BUILDING 
WASHINGTON 4, D.C. 


HENRY HERRICK BOND 
COUNSEL 


CABLE ADDRESS: DONLARD, NEW YORK 


1946 


Captain Jayne House, 
SSU, Office of the Ass't Secretary of War, 
25th & E Streets, N.W., 
Washington, D.C. 
My dear Captain House: 
I have your letter and will be very glad 
to make the award to Major Tofte sometime before 


March 29th. 


Sincerely yours, 


f 


| 
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201 - Tofte, Hane V ist Ind 
(19 Sept 46) 
HQ & HQ DETACHMENT, CSS, 2524 F Street, NW, Wash 25, DC, 25 September 1945 


TO: OSS Citations Officer 


1. Award of the Legion of Merit to Major Hans V Tofte has been recom- 
mended by the 08S Board of Officers and approved by the Director. 


2. Recommendation is forwarded for action. 


EDMUND J. PUNG 
Major, AGD 
Recorder, OSS Board of Officers 


DECLASSIFIED 


1 
AUTHORITY 


SYS) NARA pated 


PROPOSED CITATION 


For exceptionally meritorious conduct in the 
performance of outstanding services to the Government of 
the United States; Major Hans V. gras 0=525313, Aruy 
of the United States, together with two other American 
officers conceived and developed a plan for the establish- 
ment of a sea supply line from Bari, Italy to Marshal 
Tito's Partisan forces in Yugoslavia. Under the direction 
of Major Tofte,; an operations base was established at Bari 
and & constant flow of vital supplies of arms, ammunition 
and medical supplies, as well as thousands of gallons of 
diesel oil, kerosene, gasoline and lubricating oil was 
maintained to Yugoslavia despite increasing enemy activity 
during the months of November and December. In addition, 
a brigade of more than 2,000 troops, recruited among Yugo~ 
Slavs in internment camps in Itely was transported across the 
Adriatic to join the fighting Partisans. Thousands of 
refugees were evacuated to Italy and over 800 wounded Partisans 
were shipped: to Italy for hospitalization. In November 19)3, 
when the Germans initiated a drive to destroy the shipping 
operation, Major Tofte reconnoitered the Yugoslav coast, de= 
termined Partisan needs to stave off the attack and personally 
directed the shipment of these supplies. Due to the timely 
arrival of the supplies, every landing beach at Vis Island, 
which was to have been the focal point of the German attack, 
was heavily fortified. On 2 December 1943, Major Tofte dis~ 
played outstanding courage while directing and participating 
in voluntary rescue work in the port of Bari after a disastrous 
German bombing attack. The initiative, perseverance, ingenuity 
and personal courage displayed by Major Tofte throughout his 
entire assignment were an inspiration to all who worked with 
him, His sound judgment, imagination and foresight in the 
plaming stages of the operatic were responsible for the 
successful supply of thousands of Partisan forces thus 
enabling them to divert strong German divisions from the 
Bestern front thereby facilitating the rapid advance of the 
Allied Armies. 
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At: 1S) Sere 


19 September 1945 


MEMORANDUM FOR OSS BOARD OF OFFICERS: 


1. Submitted herewith for consideration is 
the recommendation for the award of the Legion of Merit 
to Major Hans V. Tofte, 7- 


2. It is requested that, upon completion of 
consideretion by the Board, the papers be returned to 
this office for processing in the usual manner. 


GRAHAM G. CAMPBELL, 
Lt. Col., Infantry, 
JSS Citations Officer 


Attachment 


TO: 


FROM: 


SUBJECT: 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 


INTEROFFICE MEMO 


Captain William Dern DATE: 6 July 1944 
Headquarters & Headquarters Detch. 


Major Carleton Coon, AUS. Ven 
Commendation of Captain Hans V.” Tofte, Chief S.0. 
Shipping Operations Italy-Yugoslavia 1943-44. 


1. 


Request is hereby made that the Distinguished 
Service Medal or alternate appropriate decoration 
be awarded to the above named officer in view of 
his services in Italy and Yugoslavia during the 
months: October 1943 to January 1944. \ 


Captain Tofte accimpanied me to Bari, Italy, in , 
October 1943 and was appointed Chief of the Vv 
American controlled supply route by sea from 
Italy to Yugoslavia on Nov. 5th 1943. 


Reference is made to Captain Tofte's report to 
the Deputy Director SSO dated 1 April 1944 with 
photographic record covering the operation in 
question. The Captain upheld a considerable 
responsibility which actually involved American 
prestige with foreign military forces, and the 
attached copy of a letter from Marshal Tito's 
Foreign Minister of the Government of Liberated 
Yugoslavia will testify to the successful manner 
in which Captain Tofte safeguarded this respons- 
ibility. 


On November 25th 1943 Captain Torte escorted the 
Yugoslav s/s "Galeb" from Italy to Yugoslavia 
onboard the British gunboat H.M.L.361, which was 
lost at sea and rescued in the early hours of the 
26 November in response to an S.0.S. and after 
having been spotted by enemy aircraft. The "Galeb" 
constituted a mission planned and prepared by WZ 
Captain Tofte’s initiative in cooperation with 

the Royal Navy; as the largest blockade runner 
this ship carried 600 tons of Arms, Ammunition, 
Food and Clothing to the Partizan supply base in 
Dalmatia. 


On December 2 1943 Lt.Col.Paul West wrote to the 
Deputy Director, SSO, as per attached letter 
copy regarding a commendation from the Royal Navy 


placed on the Service record of Capt. Tofte 
regarding the activities of vessels under his 
control in connection with rescue work carried 
out on the occasion of sinkings of British 
naval vessels. 


Further on 2 December 1943, during the severe 
bombing of the Port of Bari, Captain Tofte was 
active all through the night in the burning 
harbour engaged in voluntary rescue work with _ 
his Partizan crews under extremely hazardous WW 
circumstances caused by blazing and exploding 
Ships. 


It is my impression that Captain Hans Tofte 
not only carried out the duties assigned to 
him in a highly conscientious and sincere 
manner as a representative of the U.S. Armed 


Forces, but also that he went beyond the call eZ 
of regular duty whenever the exigencies of 
war called for it in or near his station. 


He held the unanimous respect of the entire 
Yugoslav force with which he operated as well 
as the respect of his subordinate American 
officers directly engaged in the operations 
referred to. Furthermore Colonel Barrett of 
the Adriatic Base Depot, U.S.A., Bari and 
Lt.Cmdr. Morgan Giles & Commander Welmann, 
Coastal Forces Western Mediterranean will 
testify to this effect. - 


‘ay = gees 
Onde \s 
Carleton Coon, 

Major, AUS. 


OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON, D. GC. 


1. January 19h) 
Dre Josip Smodleka Monopoli 
COMMISSAR OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
COMMITTEE OF NATIONAL LIBERATION 
OF YUGOSLAVIA 


No: 4/4 


Dear Captain, 


Upon arrival in Italy I feel very glad to be able to thank you 
personally for your kindness towards my family when it arrived at 
Monopoli, and I ask you to be good enough to pass on my thanks to 
Lieutenants Thompson and Hamilton, <- 


at the same time I am pleased to let you know about my absolute 
satisfaction with the organization of the Yugoslav base at Monopoli, 
which I inspected in my capacity of Commissar of Foreign Affairs of 
Yugoslavia. 


I have ascertained that this base has been able = thanks to you 
and your colleagues of the United States Army = to continue with com- 
plete success the dispatch of War materiels and food to Yugoslavia, a 
task started uncer the alert direction of Major L. Huot. 


In the hope tiat nothing will be able to disturb the perfect 
collaboration now in actual existence between the delegates of our 
Army and the representatives of our great Ally, The United States of 
America, I express the hope that you and your valiant assistants, 

Capt. Benson and Lieutenants Thompson, Hamilton, Geer & Ellen will 
continue and be able to bring to a fine conclusion your efforts towards 
the final victory of the United Nations over our common enay, 


I ask you, dear Captain, to accept the expression of profound 


gratitude, which I address to you in the name of the Government of 
Yugoslavia, ani at the same time the assurance of my high esteem, <- 


/s/ 
DR. JOSIP SMODLAKA 


TO: Hans VY. Tofte, 
Captain of the Army of The United States, 
Monopoli, Italy. 


ee Eutt—bp—~ 


AUTHORRY 


aw dt NARA ate. Le) ifay 


OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
Cairo, M-E. 


(C.C.recd. by Captain 
Hans Tofte from Lt. Col. 
West, 0.S.S., Cairo). 2 Dec. 1943 


SUBJECT: Naval Operations 
TO: Joseph M. Scribner, Esq. 


1. Herewith is copy of commendation from British 
Flag Officer, Bari area, on action of vessels under our 
supervision. 


2. As Captain Tofte is in command of this detail, 
this commendation has been placed on his service record. 


Paul West, 

Lt. Col., Inf., 

Chief Operations Officer, 
OSS-ME. 


+ SOI IIH HERBS R SII ESSERE 


16's Capt. Hans Tofte, U.S.A. 


FROM: Lt. Cmdr. Morgan Giles, Royal Navy 
THE NAVAL OFFICER IN CHARGE, BARI, HAS MADE A SIGNAL 
EXPRESSING HIS GRATITUDE FOR THE PROMPT AND EFFICIENT WORK 
CARRIED OUT BY SMALL CRAFT WHEN H.M.S. "HEBE" WAS SUNK. 
PLEASE CONVEY THIS MESSAGE TO PARTIZAN SHIPS WHO 
WERE CONCERNED UPON THIS OCCASION aND ALSO WHEN H.M.S. 
NQUAIL" WAS MINED. 
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March 196 


Doe an 
2 Lumbard 


Overseas 


Inasmuch as Major Tofte he 
tion for a considerable Length of time, 
for you to make the presentation to } 
at. your convenionce, sometine before 
advise this office if it will. be conve 
Tofte will be informed of the arrangenents 


Your cooperation in 


Yours very troly, 


JAYNE HOUSE 
Captain, A 
Citations 
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AWARD RECOMMENDED: LEGION OF MERIT JOB DESCRIPTION WRITTEN BY 
sca weed aan EN 


9) 


BRONZE STAR MEDAL 


\TE FORWARDED T0 A/D BOARD: 18 July 5 


DATE APPROVED BY A/D BOARD: 18 July 45 - apvd for the Bronze Star Medal 


DATE FORWARDED TO ETOUSE; 25 July 45 - for BSM 


AWARDED PER PAR, _, SEC.» GO___, DATED _ 
AWARD RECEIVE _ «PRESENTED: 
REMARKS? Rec. for L. of M. forwarded on 18 July 5 under cover letters dtd 29 June, 15. 


NAME: RANK UNIT : 


SCAND. SECT. 
{ DEPUTY, DIP. 


TOFTE, HANS V. MAJOR, AUS 


/p, DECLASSIFIED 


i AUTHORITY 


YJ Nara oated J 


Miriutes of A/D Board meeting held on 18 July 5, minutes dtd 19th July’ is, lists Tofte 
as apvd for BSM and not L. of M. 


2.august, 45 - received 1st and 5th page retyped for BSM from Paris. 


Per his conversation with Jones..in Paris, Levine found out ied, Tofte's rec. Brent 
forward te) ‘BTIOUSA as. BSM: 25 July 5. 
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PO 413 
29 June 1945 


SUBIECT : Recommendation of Major Hans ¥. Tofte 


President, Awards and Decorations Board, 
Office of Strategic Services, i 


i. ttached hereto is a recammen 
Hane ¥V. Tofte, Major AUs, 0525313, 
of Merit, prepared, in original a 
the signature of the Commanding 


¢ 
BSe 


Ze It is requested that this office be 


notified of the action taken on this recommendation 
in order that our records may be acourabely maintained. 


1 incl: i FILLIAM J. CASEY 
Inel. 1. Recomm : ief, SI Branch 
Major 


Distrivution: 


Awards and Decorations Ex 
Miseellaneous Section, 
War Diary . ie 

Me. Whitney Shepardson 
Registry . 

20% File 

Correspondence File 
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Recommendation for Awar@ of Legion ‘of Merit 
201 - Tofte, Hans V. 


Adju- Awards 29 1. Attached hereto is a recommendation for the 
tant, @® June award of the Legion of Merit to Hans V¥. Tofte, Major aus, 
083  Decora-1945 0525313, prepared in accordance with the instructions 
Mise. tions, we have received. ; 
Sect. SI 
Paris Branch 2. It is requested that this office be informed 

of the action taken on this recommendation in order 


that our records may be accurately maintained. 


For the Chief, SI Branch: 


1. Recommendat 


Maj. Hans 
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APO 415 
27 dune 1945 


SUBJECT: Recormme: Sion for Award of the ImoTor 
0 Commanding General, European Theater of 
Operations, United States Army, APO 887 


It ia recomended that Hans Ve TOOTS 
onaesae 2 G30 AUS, Secret Intel -ligence branch, 

trategic Serviced, BTOUSA, be awarded the 

imGr me oP PERT eo 

Be Major TOPTE served as Chief of the 

a Divieton and as Depusy ¢ Ch iat of the 
Division of intei2%y igencs erocumenants Seexes 

oe os Dranch, office of Stra’ orvices 


we Ge 


the service for wich this “award {3 2 2s vecorre Dede 
Ge Name and aidreso of nearest relatives 


Iie Matlys Tofte (wife) 
415 sth Avenue 


Yew York, New York 


cntered t nited - States military service 
frou: New York,10 February, 1945 


@. Decorations previously awarded: ‘fone 


£. The entire services of Major Tofte has beon 
honorable Since the rendition by him of the services upon 
which this recommendation ta based. 


Ge & similar recommendation for this. individual 
has not been submitted. 


Ze ae The offiesr recommending this award | has 
personal imowledge of the services tpon which this 
recormondation is based. 


d§ 
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mhts recommentintion is supported by the 
: LiganGe Procults= 


canent a 
esd iog nod cre wv 


Se Sa & ; Ve TOPTE, while a sebor of the 
Amaed Forges of the United States, distinguished hinself 
by exteptionally moriterious emduet in the performance. 
ef outstanding servicers 


vaxjor Tinne Ye TOPL! reported for duty with the 
Seoret Tnbelligense Branch, © flea of Strategic Services, 
ETCUBA, om 4 Augnett, 1044, after serving with grent cis- 
tinchion with OSS in the “editermanean “heaters his 
arrival, “ajor TOPEN was appointed assistant to the Chief 
of the Samviinavian Section, Sly bubs due to an accident 
to the head of that inti, ho immediately easwsuied full 
responsibility as Chief of the sections 


“ajor TOPTE displayed a keen intelligence and & 
oouplete understending of Scandinavinn affairs while 
wasbertng the details of the varied projects initiated 
prior to his arrivals anc bie sincere appreciation of the 
importance of the 10 to be done amd the labor necessary 


to noconplish it, his wwtinting Industry, and his en- 
re . 


thuctastic fnterpat and cooperation ennbiec him to cart 
on the work: without delaying operations in the elightest. 


fhe responsibilities which tajor TOM: accepted, 
wethe 2 ua onporiantity to familiarize timeol? 
with the téainicteative methods and chamwis and the 
operational tect ves whieh hod been established, were 
eaxncoptLonally preety, and dac to them was the problen 
that any OS® mieeion to Scandinavia would only be estab~ 
Lished after anccessful conpletson of moet detaiied and 
delfeate negotiations with the corresponding British 
agencies, with SEAR, snd with the Auerioan and British 
Arey authorities conoerned with the ultimate occupation 
or control of liberated Morway anc Demmark.e For Gone 
tine Yorway enc Deamark had been considered zones for 
exclusively Dritirh operations anc it was due 7 LA haa 
to Major TOFTE’s exceptional fact and bis ekiliful handling 
of the necessary negotiations that the original astitude 
of the Eritish on thie subject was altered and the OSs 
was ausured their fl support in its operations in this 
arete with uusual dispatch he had achieved, by Septenber 


o L= 


Snr corre? 
Se oe oS te oh te 


g AUTHORITY 


LS nana oared g WY 


oR 
2 ws it ee 


2944, a successful basis for such co-operation and had 
matie the underlying arrangements for an 05S Detachment 
to be assigned to those SIAEF or other U.S. Amy forces 
handling American interests in Scandinaviae 


Major TOPTE, after having met with succesa in his 
liaison work and having arrived at a working relationship 
with other agencles, undertook the formidable task of 
building up a competent steff to assist him in the highly 
eritical operations which were envisaged. He proved him- 
self an extremely astute judge of personalities and 
succeeded in bringing together a small and carefully 
selected group of persons, well informed on Scandinavian 
mitters and admirably suited for the proposed missions. 

He fully utilized his own thorough imowledge of the 
Scandinavian countries; and his complete appreciation of 
the essential problems facing such missions greatly aided 
him in the training of this staff. His vision, ethusiasn, 
and keen sense of timing made it possible for him to 
anticipate the future needs of these missions, a» resarded 
the dispatching of specially trained persomel for the 
initial contacts and infiltration. Major TOPTS faced the 
Gifficulties involved in initiating operations in a new 
area and in the handling of what might have | 

extremely delicate International situation, 

ingenuity, intellectual and tecimical techni 

attention to the suallest problem which inevi : 
his efforts successful, and OSS missions were dispatched 
end are operating im both Norway and Denmark at the present 
time with the complete cooperation of both the Norwegian 
and Denish authorities. Ste 


When the new Division of Inteliigerce FProcure- 
ment was organiged in November 1944, to carry out the 
mission of évolving the plans for and directing a large 
scale agent penetration of Germany, the Chief of the 
| Division required the services of a highly capable deputy 
having both administrative and operational experience and 
who would give unstintingly of his time and energies in 
developing and making operational the important uission 
of the Divisione Major TOFPTE was selected for this 
position not only because of his extensive imowledge of 
conditions on the continent but also because of the rare 
executive ability, initiative, and devotion that he had 
demonstrated in directing the operations of the Scandi- 
nayian Section. To this task he brought the same vision 
and imagination, the same rare tact and the same tnusugl 
ability to judce the potentialities of those who worked 
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with him, 


ty the very mature of the task confronting 
this new. civision, successful operations depended 
ultimately on a corse of highly alilicd staf? personnel 
who could ngsime © larce monsixe of Pegponsibility 
for the notivities of their initee The Mirst tagit 
which major TOME faced was the reoruiting of persons 
awlted for these key peettions and, because of the — 
exceliont ped ann extrons care oxpreised in his 
initial selection, changes had to be made in sube 
Sequent months. The Division, mder Major TUTE, 
supervision, grew in size from ex original mucleus of 
four {4} to over 225, personas and the continued high 
eiiiciency of operations was excellent confirmation 
eae wisdou of Major TOPTE's leatersisip and cho2ee of 
2 2 


Major TOPTE was given thoefintler responsibility 
of mintaining full Laison with the British agencies 
engaged in sintlar operations; Hs had to maintain 


extremely clone high level contact with the British at 
O11 tines, for it was essential that no conflict arise 
conceming the areas selected for operational tragets. 


ely due to Major TOPIEts skillful negotiae 
tion pers 06, tact, and qualities of personality and 
character which Inepined the confidence and cooperation 
of the governmental repreemtatives concerned, this 
iisison yeeulted in unteually fine cooperation and umder- 
standing betweon the two services. 


Major TOPTE aiso garried the final responsibility 
for tthe dispatel of o12 meont persormels and, dese 
pite the buiGen of his other Sask, he devoted a creat 
portion of his tin, infinite cave and attention fo the 
coordination of operational uchedules and the preparation 
of the age:ts. Under the constant presaure of deunands 
wesulting from the rapidly changing military activity, 
he continued the daily meetings of the operational staff 
and at all tines followed the detaile of sach operation 
with utmost fidelity and fmacination.s 
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AGS a crucial a in the operations of the 
DIP, Major TONTE personally went to Dijon, Francs to 
establish an air @ from which agerits could be parn= 
chuted nto Gormunanye Ag the Camanding officer of this 
aoquired Sield base, he had the complete responsi= 
bility for its organization and administration, the 
Ceveloping of adequate operational achedules, and the 
briefing and dispatot of Ol agentes ‘The effisionsy 
and spesd with which Major TOP - up the new base and 
Degan operations was standing and She unit served as 
& model for other such basese With unusual ingesulty 
aul perseverance, ‘aj or TOPIE developed a new and special 
technique which made possible the Gropping of two or 
three agent teams and their full equimsent fron one 
ong in a single nights Suoh an operation theretofore 
i been considered inpractieal and had never been 
atteupteds and the success of such a scheme had greatly 
inoreased to total sible number of agent teams dise 
patched within the limited period. 


He was further able to insti22 in his Air Corps 
Colleagues a feeling of respect for and confidence in the 
essent: sountiness of O8S intelligamee Higslons, without 
which the desired scale of operations could not have been 
maintained. Major TOP's close contact with the ascents 
Guring their training and the confidence inspired by his 

ute tale produced « fellowship aid tean spirit 
which was an invaluable asset in carrying out their 
ious Worle The large volume of highly important 
strategia intelligmce procured by these azents was. the 
final proof of the success of Dijon operations, a success 
witch was in lavge part due to tho rare abilities, the 
te skill, md the witiving efforte of vajor Hans 


Ve TOPIE. 


4- Proposed Citatzons Yor rcloyt oF 

Major Hans Ve TUPI, 0620515, AUS, fm necognition 
of his hishiy significant contribution te the successful 
operations of a special organization in Eurepean ‘heater 
of Operations. Secause of the unusual gill and the tact 
which he displayed in the handling of dolicate situations 
involving authorities of other nations, by reason of his 
vare organizational talents, his infinite care and vision 
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in guiding a series of highly complex operations, his 
waetiniing industry and his enthusiastic interest, 
Major TOFTE was instrumental in achleving the over-all 
operational efficiency maintained by thet organizations 
Wis services and leadership were at all tines exemplary 
ang in accorfence with the finest traditions of the 
Services 


: Se In oder to support this recommendation, 

it bas beon necessary to divulge in the preceding 
paragraphs information classified as SECRET. However, 
the Proposed Citation has been made sufficiently - 
gemoeral to permit publication of 1t separately with 
the classification Restricted. 
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SECRET 


be This reconmendation is supported by the 
official records of the Division of Intelligence 
Procurement, Secret Intelligence Branch, OSSe 


Se a Major Hans Ve TOFTE, while a member of 
the Armed Forces of the United States, distinguished 
himself by exceptionally meritorious conduct in the 
performance of outstanding services. 


—h 


Major Hans Ve TOFTE reported for duty with 
ssp 


Ao 

iE 
Branch, 0 TOUSA, on 4 August, 1944. after serving wi 
great dis ction with OSS in~the Mediterranean theater. 
On his arrival, Major TOFTE was appointed assistant to 
the Chief of the Scandinavian Section, SI; but, due to 

an accident to the head of that unit, he immediately had 
to assumepfull responsibility as Chief of the section. 


Major TOFTE displayed a keen intelligenge, and a 
complete understanding of Scandinavian affairs wetinster= 
ing the details of the varied projects initiated prior 

to his arrival; and his sincere appreciation of the 
importance of the job to be done and the labor necessary 
to accomplish it, his unstinting industry, and his ene 
thusiastic interest and cooperation enabled him to carry 
on the work without delaying operations in the slightest. 


The responsibilities which Major TOFTE accepted , f 
without a previous opportunity to familiarize himself #w74" 
the administrative methods and chamels and the operation=- A 
al techniques which had been establishedywere exceptionallyqucn 
Seeseeuit and added to them was the problem that any OSS (eZ 

\ mission to Scandinavia could only be established after 

| successful completion of most detailed and delicate 
|negotiations with the corresponding British agencies, 

|with SHAEF, and with the American and British Army 
‘authorities concerned with the ultimate occupation or 
control of liberated Norway and Denmarke For some time 
Norway and Denmark had been considered zones for exclusively 
British operations and it was due primarily to Major 
TOFTE'S exceptional tact and his skillful handling of the 
necessary negotiations that the original attitude of the 
British on this subject was altered and the OSS was 

assured theirpfull support in its operations in this area. 
With eegepetteen dispatch he had achieved, by September 1944, 
a successful basis for such co-operation-and had made 

the underlying arrangements for an OSS Detachment to be 
assigned to those SHAEF or other UeSe Army forces handling 
American interests in Scandinaviae 
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Major TO 
liaison work and haVing -ska—arr 
lationship with other agencies, 
task of buijding up a competent 
the highly critical operations w 
proved himself an extremely astute 
and succeeded in bringing together a sma 
selected group of persons, well informed on Scandinavian 
matters and admirably suited for the proposed missions. 
He fully utilized his ow thorough knowledge of the 
Scandinavian countries; and his complete appreciation 
of the essential problems facing such missions greatly 
aided him in the training of this staffe His vision, 
enthusiasm, and keen sense of timing made it possible 
for him to, anticipate the future needs of these missions 
as regard&the dispatching of specially trained personnel 
forthe initial contacts and infiltration. Major TOFTE 
faced the difficulties involved in initiating operations 
in a new grea and in the hendling of what might have been 
an extremely delicate international situation, with an 
ingenuity, 4ntellectual end technical technique ides 
waraxfinakiyxsusssssfukxand attention to the sitallest 
problem which inevitably made his efforts successful, and 
OSS missions were suqasseSe=~ dispatched and are 
operating in both Norway and Denmark at the present time ; 
with the complete cooperation of both the Norwegian and Danish 
authorities. 


When the new Division of Intelligence Procurement 
was organized in” November 1944, to carry out the 
mission of evolving the plans fo directing a large scale 
agent penetration of Germany, the Chief of the DIvision ) aps 
required the services of a highly capable deputy having eae 
administrative and operational experience and who would 
give unstintingly of his time and energies in developing 
and making operationalg the important mission of the 

Division. Major TOFTE was selected for this position 

not only because of his extensive Imowledge of conditions 
on the continent but also because of the rare executive 
ability, initiative, and devotion that he had demonstrated 
in hai the Scandinavian Sectione To 

this task he brought the same vision and imagination, 

the same the same unusual ability to judge 
the potenfialities of those who worked with hime 


1 DECLASSIFIED 
Le 7 
AUTHORITY 
8S) Nara oatel Of I/2Y 


By the very nature of the task confronting 
this new division, successful operations depended 
ultimately on a core of highly skilled staff personel 
who could assume a large measure of responsibility 
for the activities of their unitse The first task 
which Major TOFTE faced was the recruiting of persons 
suited for these key positions and, because of the 
excellent judgment and extreme care exercised in his 
initial selection, few changes had to be made in sub-= 
sequent months, The Division, under Major TOFTE's 
supervision, grew in size from an original nucleus of 

to over 5 persons; and the continued high efficiency 
or operatio was excellent confirmation of the wisdom 
of Major Tofte's leadership and choice of Staff, 


Major TOFTE was given the further responsibility 
of maintaining full liaison with the British agencies 
engaged in similar operations; He had to maintain 
extremely close high level contact with the British at 
all times, for it was essential that no conflict arise 
concerning the azas selected for operational targets. 


Largely due to Major TOFTE's skillful negotiation 
persistence, tact, and qualities of personality and 
character which inspired the confidence and cooperation 
of the governmental representatives concerned, this 
liaison resulted in unusually fine cooperation and under-= 
standing between the two servicese 


Maj or TOFTE also carried the final responsibility 
for the dispatching of all agent personnel; and, despite 
the burden of his other tasks, he devoted a great portion 
of his time, infinite care,and attention to the co-= 
ordination of operational ‘schedules and the preparation of 
the agentse Under the constant pressure of demands 
resulting from the rapidly changing military activity, 
he continued the daily meetings of the operational staff 
and at all times followed the details of each operation 
with utmost fidelity and imagination. 


At a crucial stage in the operations of the DIP, 
Major TOFTE personally went to Dijon, France to establish 
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an air base from which agents could be parachuted into 


Ce eeneias Commanding geregee of this newly acquired 
e ASO» the complete responsibility for its 
organizati ah seme aeae a colin of adequate Gpepaet onal 
schedules, aha the briefing and dispatching of all agentse 
The efficiency and speed with which Major TOFTR set up the 4 
new base and began tm operations seme was outstanding 
and the unit served as a model for other such basese Ea 
Sovetones a new and pecs technique which possible 
e ing of two or three agent te ad their ful ¥ 
aquéanene f¥om—one plane in @ mignerthbretotore hdd Maat 
considered Ampracti chtiteent— TOM, yea) 
jp\-lem@sts ingen perse ft 


Quytw a plan of ration which s 
wi Imited periods Pa ei 
aw UM Ww ' ri 
He was further able to’ om@m$e a feeling of respect {0 
and confidence 0: in the 
essential soundness of OSS intelligence missions, without 
which the desired scale of operations could not+iave been 
maintainede Major TOFTE's close contact with the agents 
ring their training and hed cn btaence inspired by his 
@leEst-minute talks jasttiTed ax. eee 
| | Dvetuebie—esse+—te—bhem—in—the uekhezardems=worke—_? The large 
“Prolume of highly important strategic intelligence procured 
i \terSby these agents was the final proof of the success of Dijon 
rou®" > operations, a success which was in large part due to the 
yifore abilities, the consummate skill, and the untiring 
s(levefforts of Major Hans Ve TOFTE. 


4. Proposed Citations For ISGION OF MBRIT 


Major Hans Ve TOFTE, 0525515, AUS, in recognition 
of his highly significant contribution to the successful 
operations of a special organization in European Theater of 
Operations. Because of the unusual skill and tact which he 
displayed in the handling of delicate situations involving 
authorities of other nations, by reason of his rare organiza- 
tional talents, his infinite care and visionyin guiding a 
a series of highly complex operations, his unstinting 
industry and his enthusiastic interest, Major TOFTE was in- 
strumental in achieving the over=all operational efficiency 
maintained by that organization. His services and leadership 
were at all times aR exemplary and in accordance with the 
finest traditions of the service. 
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5, In order to support this recoimendation, it has 
been necessary to divulge in the preceding paragraphs 
information classified as SECRET. However, the Proposed 
Citation has been made sufficiently general to permit 
publication of it separately with the classification 
Restrictede 


JAMES Re FORGAN 
Colonel, GSC 
Commanding 
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HQ & HQ DETACHMENT @ 
OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
ETOUSA 
UNITED STATES ARMY 


(MAIN) per! re 


APO 413 | 
a art zp 
June 21, 1945 


SUBJECT; Recommendation for Award of the LEGION OF MERIT 
: Commanding General, 520, USA, APO 887 


(a) It is recommended that Meyer Hans V. Tofte, AUS; 
OszsFl be awarded the LEGION OF MERIT, 
e 5x, Wc ev, fu. US, Sf rauck, oS5, >) pus 
(b) Major Tofte Sérved as Chief of the epee A 
Division and as Deputy Chief of the Division of Intelligence 
Procurement, Secret Intelligence Branch, Office of Strategic 
Services at the time hthe services for which this award 
is recormended. 


(c) Name and address of nearest relative : : 
hou VA rYrg 
2) ry 


(a) Entered Unita Bonced military service from: 


(e) Decorations previously awarded: 


(f) The entire service of Major Tofte has been honorable 
since the rendition by him of the services upon which this recommen-~ 
dation is based. 


-(g) A similar recommendation for this individual has not 
been submitted, 


ale (a) The officer recommending this award has personal 
knowledge of the services upon which this recommendation is based. 


(b) This recommendation is supported 
fo} f. mt = y the official recor rds of 
the Division of Intelligence Procurement, Secret Intelligence Branciis 052 » 
ai ae meh DA wan %. &, 
3. a Major Hans V. Tofte, ==, while + 
Beewase - of the United States, distinguished himself ead 
achievement and services—in-connection—with-military—oper re ete b ale ae 
ee a ee ae per Ever ey, a United States; 
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Major Hans V. Tofte reported for duty with SI Branch, OSS/ETOUSA 
on 4 August 1944 after serving with great distinction with OSS in the 
Mediterranean theater. On his arrival, Major Tofte was appointed us 


abet tho, to the b uicd, f the Scandinavian Se¢ctio I; but, due to Gu 
the head ofthis? tad ' OP) Cadel 


he wee immediately omer 

—7tF 7 | 
Gifftcult—position—pf full responsibility as Chééf of Ke Yaction. v 
A” ce" or native” inteLiigence-am#-a-keen-unders poreene | of 


Scandinavian SNe) SSeS sincere appreciation Of Ane promens 
An riglratonsg. Sy, cerrk) 9 athe TAA ts 
dous task to be sone i —b. aensnasa or nie a 
enabled Major Tofte to master the detai+s of the Various projects 
; prior to ; : 
get arrival and to carry on this work without im—amy. 
lai 


The responsibiligtes which Major 
BOF g 
Tof te yg accepted, eran erent Ae to ert himself . in Riey Bart 
P Qbamut Hrative tattee ob charmsl boultthe  wlck 


LLomsiprePeGER shod BS ay re Fy operation a fos ues , wore 
wry Lifer Siow Lt, Mt Ege Ce (Pehle Zed isthi Qa Te Lou won 


Oss, eran Ww Scandanavia could 


afiEey LuUcteurfs whe pupliicoy O% 
only be established aso masubi of GE ost detailed and delicate 


—negotiations with the corresponding British agencies, ,SHAEF, and with 
cat 

the American and Britiph Army authorities concerned with the ultimate 
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those SHAEF or other U.S. Army forces handling American interests in 


Seandinavia. 
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(b) Degpiled narrative of the cenucnl® which this award 
is recommended: 6 


Major Tofte joined the Office of Strategic Services in 
1943 and during the fall of 1943 and the summer of 1944 served in 
MEDTO with distinction. Thereafter he was transferred to the ETO and 
reported for duty in London on August 4, 1944. Due to a series of 
circumstances, Major Tofte, who had come to London + be an assistant 
to the Chief of the Scandinavian Section, was immediately, so within 
48 hours after his arrival, thrust into the position of Chief of the 
Scandinavian Section. This emergency required unceasing effort on his 
part to familiarize himself with the work which had gone on prior to 
his arrival and if he had not been admirably equipped to perform this Lapa 
task, due to his owm background in Scandinavian countries, he could +h'e clo, 
scarcaly have hoped to perform the dities successfully. /These duties 
included a series of delicate and careful negotiations v e British 
services and with SHABF and American and British Amay authorities for 
the establishment of a principle which would permit the attachment of 
an OSS Detachment +6 che Bia ofthis. Aymy foots that were ultimately 


to occupy or control the liberated areas in Denmark and Norway. Thesa 
negotiations were successfully completed in September 1944 and Major 
Tofte then began the task of building up a staff which could take 
advantage of these opportunities. In his recruiting for this work his 
knowledge of Scandinavian countries stood him in excellent stead amd 

he was able to select and bring together a small, but well rounded, 

group of people for these missions, At the same time, he was far sighted 


enough to know that the work of at least one of the missions in Denmark 
would be greatly facilitated by advance efforts in preparing to infiltrate 
agents into Denmark who would form a nucleus of an invelligence organiza- 
tion once his staff had arrived there. For this purpose, in the fall of 
1944, he dispatched one of his staff to Sweden to take the preliminary 
steps toward this end. In all of this work Major Tofte was beset by 

more than usual difficulties since Norway and Denmark had, for a long time 
and possibily not unreasonably, been looked on as zones where the British 
should operate exclusively and there was no disposition on tle part of 

the British to cooperate in aiding the establishment of an American opera- 
tion in these two countries. By his care, tact and skill in negotiating, 
Major Tofte overcame these difficulties and the ultimate success of his 
efforts is amply denonstrated by the fact that American, OBS Missions are 
operating in both Norway and Denmark at the present time successfully, 
and with the full and enthusiastic cooperation of the Norwegian and Danish 
authorities. ‘ 


On the 22nd of November 1944, when the first steps toward the 
organization of a Division of Intelligence Procurenent were being undertaken, 
the Chief of the Division of Intelligence Procurement required a Deputy who 
had organizing and operational experience and who wold be eager and anxious 
to bring his entire energies into the—imeommimmabte task of developing, 
almost from nothing, an organization which would be capable of successfully 
recruiting, training, preparing and dispatching intelligence agents into 
Germany in numbers sufficient to give an appreciable result and of a quality 
high enough to make the effort worthwhile, Major Tofte was seltted for this 
post. He brought to his work not only his talent for judging people and 
his organizing ability, but with his knowledge of the Continent, and especially 
of Germany, he contributed a large part of that essential background, without 
which operations directed against Germany could not have been successful. The 
first task that fell upon Major Tofte was the selection and recruiting of 
staff personnel and this was done in sucha manner e that very few changes 
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from the Pe, ee made were necessary as the work developed 
and progressed, The Division of Intelligence Procurement began its 
operations as a part of the Secret Intelligence Branch with four people. 
At the height of its operations, at the close of hostilities in Europe, 
more than 125 people were engaged in its work and, for the most part, the 
persons holding key positions were selected and recruited by Major Tofte. 
While the policy governing the selection of targets and the planning of 
the missions themselves was made the responsibility of the respective 
desks, operating diregtly under the supervision of the Chief of the 
Division of Intelligence Procurement, on Major Tofte was placed the 
responsibility for organizing:and sseing to it that the teams of agents 
in the field were actually dispatched with all of the necessary coordina- 
tion that this entailed. On Major Tofte, as well, was placed the responsi- 
bility for maintaining liaison with the British Services who were them- 
selves engaged in similar operations and with whom close liaison was 
necessary to avoid conflict as to pinpoints selected for carrying out 
operations. Daily meetings of the operating s aff were held under Major 
Tofte's direction and he followed each detail of every operation with 
the utmost ea Aun aAyia on er 

\ 


At a crucial stage in the operations of the Division of Intelli- 
gence Procurement, Major Tofte went into the field at the Air Base in 
Dijon, France for a period of three weeks and there was able, in that one 
period, to dispatch more than 60 persons who were dropped behind the 
lines in Germany. On one night alone, using three airplanes, he was aple 
to send 10 teams of two men each off on missions and the example that he 
set of planning and handling a number of operations served as a model and 
inspiration for all other operations that followed. He was able to create 
a feeling of confidence on the part of the Air Corps in the essentialness 
and soundness of OSS intelligence operations without which it is doubtful 
whether subsequent, operations on the scale actually carried out could have even 
been thought of. The intelligence obtained by the agents thus dropped played 
an important part in the success of the Allied Armies and the qualifications 
of leadership and organizing-ability displayed by Major Tofte as Deputy 
Chief of the Division of Intelligence Procurement were in no small part 
responsible for the fact that such important intelligence was obtained. 
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(c) The accomplishment: of the services) for which this award is 
recommended extended from 22 November 1944 until 1 June 1945 and have been 


completed, These services were performed in London, England, -eiG%n Dijon/lul! Wi))»,,, I 


France. 
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56 In order to support this recommendation, it has been necessary to 
divulge in the preceding paragraphs information classified as Secret, However, 
the proposed citation has been made sufficiently general to permit publication 
of it seprately with the classification Restricted. 
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15 November 19)5 


Subject: Reporting of Officer for Separation From Service. 


Doses 


1. The following named Officers, assigned to your Branch, on 
1 October 195, possessed an Adjusted Service Rating score entitling 
them to separation from Service in accordance with a Memorandum 
from the Office of the Chief of Staff, dated 2h September 19))5: 


Lt. Col. Duncan Lee ; 
Major Hans V. TBetey~ 


2. It is required that they be reported for separation by this 
organization not later than 30 November 195, Therefore, he will 
be reported to the Deputy Chief of Staff for separation on that 
date unless the following two steps are taken by the Branch: 


a) Statement from the Branch stating that the services of 
the individuals are required for a period not exceeding }, 
months following 30 November, together with a complete job d 
description. (On receipt of this statement it will be re- 
ferred by this Branch for Organization approval by Col. HE. W. 
Gamble, Jr.) 


b) Statement signed by the individual officers indicating 
their willingness to remain on active duty for the assignment 
and period indicated in (a) above. (Officers unwilling to 
remain on active duty beyond 1 December cannot be held by their 
Branch. ) 


3e If the Officers are not iz to be retained within the provi- 
sions of Par. 2, re quest ismade that they report to Room 10), 
North Building not later than 26 November 195 to begin processing.. 


HOMER HILTON, JR. 
Captain, CAC 
Officers Separation Section 
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4 April 1911 


ICEAL ARMY ADDRESS & ASSIGNMENT -- (Must be accurate and complete-if inductee, give 
Local Board No., Order No-, and Board Address) 
Que Building, Washington, D. C. 


INTENDED ASSIGNMENT (Full job description essential) Overseas (specify, i.e. CBI, 
RenURISe SBAC) 


Head, Scandinavian Desk, Washington, D. C. 


LANGUAGE FACILITY (Indicate degree of proficiency) 


Danish, Norwegian, and German 
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Operetional experience in field and knowledge of 
Scandinavian countries and languages. 
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Tofte, Hans Vilhelm 
aD} 


Telephone 


ROO. 


Temp aptd Capt AUS per Ltr AG 201-Tofte, Hens Vilhelm (14 June 43) 
PR-A sub “Temporary Appointment" dtd 6-14-43. Ordered on A/D with OSS 
Wash. DC per Par 20, SO 166 WD dtd 6-15-43. Joined 6-15-43. 

Fr duty to lv 10 days péf o/a 7-3-43 per P 1 SO 148 Hq&Hq Det OSS 
dtd 7-3-43. 


Fr lv to duty, 7-14-43. 
Reld fr duty OSS Wash. DC & asgd to station outside cont limits of US 


per Ltr 0 AG 210.31(2 Aug 43) PO-A sub "Movement Orders" dtd 8-18-43. 
Departed on DS 8-24-43. 
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| Fr duty to Iv, eff ofa. 8-19-43, 3 days per P 6, 80 187 Hg 0 REE: OS® 
dtd 8-20-45. ~~~ 


Fr DS Cairo to dy 3-. 


Fr dy to lv.o/a 4=17-44, 15 anya P 4 80 86 Hq & Hq Det OSS dtd 4i12~44 
Departed 4-17-44 5 days ox peneaen per Be 3 80 103 Hq & Hq Det OSS dta 
5-244 ae 


Fr lv to dy 5- 5-44 3 { 
Reld fr asgmt & dy OSS “ash DC & asgd to sta outside continental limit 
of US per Ltr O HHDOSS 370.5(25 Jun 44) dtd 6-26-44.dtd 6-26-44. Sub 
Travel Orders, “hipment IJ-900-HP NH Departed on pS 7-18-44 
Fr dy to lv 7-11-44, 6 days, P)6 SO 163 Hq & Hq Det OSS dtd B~11-44 
Departed 7-11-44 
Fr dy to lv 7-17-44 ’ 
Prom temp Major AUS per P 4 SO 348 Hq BTOUSA eff & dtd 12-16-44 (Cable 
41h IN 28596 dtd 18 Dec 1942) 
Fr DS London ve fe per Ltr 0 UKB Arrived 10 Aug 45 TD 30 days 
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Reld fr asgmt asgd Sep C Ft Dix NJ per P a: SO 35 WD EDCNR 
16 Feb 6 Departed; 18 Feb 6 
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HiwDQUARTLAS AND HYAD.UARTERS DETACHMENT 
Office Ass't Secretary of War 
WD Strategic Services Unit 
2324 F Street, NeW. 
Washington, D.C. 


NOTIFICATION TO CLHARANCE OFFICERS: After this date no Funds or Property 
should be issued this officer. 


30 Jan 1916 
SUBTHOT; “CLHARANCE 


TO ; Whom It May Concern 


Under the provisions of 0-9, Par 10b (4)(a) AR 210-10 dated 26 August 43, 
I certify thatMaj Hans ¥,. Tefte, 0-525313, Aus is not indebted to 
the United States or any of its agencies or instrumentalities nor responsible 
or accountable for any Government property incident to his tour of active duty 
at this station during the period to except as follows: 


112 No. Bldg Lt. Blake 
1275 QUEBBIIEK, Bldg- iwedical Services 
*103 Ctl Bldg Property Board . 
113 Ctl Bldg 3 Supply 
132 So, Bldg Security 
317 So, Bldg Special Funds 
2262 Que SI Br Clearance 
I Certify that to the best of my knowledge and belief I am clear of re- 
sponsibility for property, equipment, mess bills and personal telephone calls 


Pertaining to the above organization, and that. I am free of indebtedness to 
civilian concerns in the vicinity. sf 
- a ae 


A 
(Name) __ HANS morte “Ata le (CM | 


f 
and (was)(was not) furnished Government yuarters during the period of his 
duty at this headquarters from: to: 


FOR THE COMMANDING OFFICuR; 


